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Welcome {0 the ninth editon of he European HIV Vaceine Allance (EHVA) newsieter. EHVA is
an allance of 39 pariners in Europe, Sub-Saharan Afica, and North America, We work
collaboratively to contribute o the development of safe and effecive vaccines aimed at sopping
HIV infectons and AIDS. Through a muliciscipinary platorm, EHVA faciiatos the development

and evaluation of novel prophyiactic and therapeutic HIV vaccines, with the aim to select at least

We work closely with research pariners across several Sub-Saharan African counlries and wit the.

Europoan and lnical Trals
candidates are relevant for and can be evalualed in couniries where vaccines are most
neaded. The work of EHVA s funded through a 5-year grant rom the Europsan Urionis Horizon
2020 program and the Swiss Government. To leam mora about EHVA visit our

websit htilivwehy-a.eu.

EHVA Website

EHVA NEWS & UPDATES

COVID-19 Update

As we approach the end of the year, the EHVA team ofers s immense gratiude 1o consortum

tirelessly to care for patents impacied by COVID-19, gain new insighs to guide medical praciices,
and develop new toas 1o overcome this pandemic. EHVA remains commited to paiet care, wih
hospial centres associated wih EFVA pricrzing the management of palients suffering from
covip-1a.

We remain in regular contact with our collaborators and funders to assass the impact of COVID-18
on EHVAs work as the pandemic evolves. Our community pariner European AIDS Treatment.

people fving Supporting their
neads to stay helthy, and providing up to date evidence related fo COVID and HIV. You can find
hese updates n thel quartely newsietter o visit s s for addiional esources,inormation, and
support.

EHVA-TO2 Therapeutic Trial Update:

The iniiaton of the EHVA-TO2 therapeutic HIV vaceine trial has ben dolayed as a resut of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The tral, which wil evaluate a novel therapeuic regimen combining a
vaccine candidata with an immunomoculatory therapy is now sat to enar clinical evaluaton wihin
h next fow months. In consultation with EHVA' partners ncludig the European AIDS Treatmen.
Group, thera is  racogniton inthe community that it is important that HIV research can contine
curing the COVID-19 pandeic, proviing approprate measures are in place to ensure the safety
of il partipants.
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Ining with HIV, up inrecent
months. Thi
requir hospi
Ofnote, . partners
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place fo the
conduct of EHVATOR monitor
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Lungu, C. etal. (2020)

Substanta oforts o elminato or educo laent HIV-1 reservoirs are Underway in clnica trils and
have croated a critcal demand for sensilve, accurate, and reproducile tools 1o evaluate the
effcacy of these strategies. A group led by Cyritia Lungu at Erasmus Universty Madical Centor
have developed one such assay, atrev induced limitng diton assay (TILDA). TILDA measures.
the frequency of GDA+ T cels harbouring inducite latent HIV-1 provirus while circumventing
timitations of the assay in

TiLoA a in muli-center

interventional HIV-1 Cure tials,

Read the fularicle here.
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Prospective EHVA Prophylactic Clinical Trals

EHVA s currently completing its it year of esearch, during which the consortium has developed

several novel g vector+ 3
and HIV envelope trimer-based vaccine candidates. The consortium hopes o complete three

clincal tils by the end of the extended project perod.

RNA Replicon
and a novel VSV-GP vaccine. The DREP vaccine s anlcpated to be tested in a frstin-human
cinical il in cary 2021. Whil the VSV-GP based vaccine wil not be brought 1o clinical
development within th lfospan of EHVA, it has shown promising resuls in non-human primata

studies.

VRI (Vaccine

Finally, the trimer vaccines include two Clade C trimers antigens (known as ConCvs-KIKO and a

S GTv1). The plan i to i

P
the maturation of B-cels through sequential immunization it difierent HIV envelope proteins.
(GMP manufacturing of these two trimers is well underway, with the phase | tral anfcipated to start
in2022.

HIV VACCINE & PREVENTION NEWS

frica. Earler his year, the HPTN 083 cinical t7al likewise showed that a regimen of CAB LA PrEP
injections once every eight weeks was superior 1o daily oral FTCITDF for HIV prevention among
cisgender men and lransgender women who have sex with men.

The Dapivirne fing, a long-acting, woman-controlled method, recelved World Health Organization

(WHO) prequalffcaton on 30 November. Recent evidence demonstates that greater dapivrine.

release from the long-acting vaginal ring is correlated with lower rsk of HIV acquisiton. This

monthly,replaceable prodct could il an important HIV Prevention gap, allowing discreet use o
HIV isk during vaginal sex.
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UNAIDS WORLD AIDS DAY REPORT

PREVAILING AGAINST PANDEWICS
TING PEOPLE AT THE CENTRE

World AIDS Day 2020 on 1 December was  historic one as we conifont the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic and its profound impact on existing efiots o control and eradicate HIVIAIDS. The
UNAIDS AIDS Day report, Prevaiing,
tha o of Novamber, cals on cuetis 0 ks o gmsw e
rgets for 2025. The people-
contred targels focus on high coverage of HIV and reproductive and sonul e sakoo and
signifiant anidiscrimination and. antistigma targefs, partcularly for those most at risk and
marginalized. If those targets are met, the world will be back on track to ending AIDS as a public
health threat by 2030. With nearly 700,000 deaths from AIDS-related causes and 1.7 millon new
HIV infectons in 201, the report also highights the importance of investing in afforgable and
accessible HIV preventon inferventions o address major gaps in achieving the 2020 HIV
prevenion coverage targets. Winnie Byanyima, Executive Director of UNAIDS, futher assured the
global HIV community at the ministeial meeling of the Global HIV Prevention Coaliion carler in
November that HIV prevention will be prominent n e next Global AIDS Sirategy, sited for release
in March 2021. However, any HIV nd

UPCOMING EVENTS

i [ e / wih 1AS
‘Science aniicipating hosting n-person sessions in Berin.

HIV RESEARCH
FOR PREVENTION

“obruary 2021, HIVRAP 1 Virual
il g togetnr he words leadng prevenion reserches, advocete, mplemerters, fnders,

and polcy pocts of the paradigm. Owing to the

bet 2 new abstract

category, “COVID research: Applying lessons from HIV prevention fo SARS CoV-2'. Standard
11 January 2021, folowed 12 January

CROI 2021 Is siated to take place in March

2021 and has already been confimed o

include a vitual option o allow partiipation and

BrurafisPirime networking for those who atiend  remotely

R Gppraistc ecions  Confimation on the finl format i expected In

the coming months. In response to the COVID-

19 pandemic, COVID abstracts may also be submited in the areas of basic science, clnical

research, and epidemiology and prevention, among others. General abstract submission s open
il 15 January 2021 with early reistraton avalable unti 27 January.

Beriin is sat to host the 11" 1AS Conference on HIV. Science on 1821 July 2021, ploneering
pecec . cliniians, public

health experts nties.

has nosted the 1AS Conference on HIV Science, having previously hosted the 9% Intornational

AIDS Conforence in 1993,

1f you have any feedback, questions or suggestions, please contact us! We look forward to hearing
from you!

EHVA CONTACT INFORMATION

For al onquiis contaci@shv-acu
Mansgement Team: gmomeni-ay
Mediaencuires: communicaton@ein:a.su
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